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EMOTIONS ARE INVOLVED IN 
PERSUASION AND DECISION-MAKING

É Hedonic forecasts in decision-making: Kahneman 1990s

É Affective Forecasting: Wilson & Gilbert, 2003 

É Risk as feelings hypothesis: Loewenstein & Lerner, 2003

ÉñEmotional reactions to risky situations often diverge from cognitive 

assessments of those risks. When such divergence occurs, emotional 

reactions often drive behaviorò (Lowenstein et al., 2001). 
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É DO NOT RECOGNIZE THE COMPLEXITY OF EMOTION 
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É Individualist SEEKING, FEAR, RAGE

É Prosocial PLAY, PANIC/GRIEF, LUST, CARE 



DEVELOPMENTALLY, THE 
SOCIAL LEARNING OF EMOTION 

IS UNIQUE



Different aspects of emotion are 
differently accessible to self and others





For this reason, emotional educationis distinct 
from other sorts of learning. 
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É JANIE DOES THE SAME THING, IS HIT AND TOLD ñYoung ladies do not do that!ò 

É JANIE MAY NEVER LEARN TO LABEL OR COPE WITH ANGRY FEELINGS AND 

DESIRES: ALEXITHYMIA: No words for mood. 

É RESULT: EMOTIONAL MISEDUCATION AND HELPLESSNESS.  
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There may be a disconnect between emotional 
experience and oneôs rational understanding of 
emotion (emotional education/competence)

É Abuse/neglect: Child may not receive feedback needed to 

understand feelings and desires. 

É Some feelings/desires socially dangerous and punished, 

particularly sex and aggression (puberty for both Johnny and 

Janie). 


